INTRODUCTORY.                                       15

it nowhere lays emphasis on any particular one of those
Supernaturalisms which have prevailed among the different
nations and peoples, and in which poor belated human souls,
hard pressed by Fate, have in this rude world taken refuge
from the storm, and for a brief space found peace and solace
and rest. On the contrary it treats them one and all as means 4
and instruments merely to the one great end of Morality and
the elevation and expansion of the human spirit. Now these
conclusions which are rather a bye-product of our study of
intellectual development than a part of its essential aim, have
in no way affected our treatment of that development, which
would have been the same had there been at the bottom of it
all nothing more than a blind and unmeaning Fate. They are
largely, I admit, personal conclusions, drawn from the im-
pression which the spectacle of so many generations of human
souls all moving unconsciously towards a predestined end, is
calculated to make on the contemplative spirit, and are not
necessarily transferable to other minds. They are nowhere,
therefore, pressed upon the reader as a thing once for all
demonstrated and done with, but are left rather to his deeper
moods with their finer and truer spiritual affinities and
intuitions.